2 Kings 1:2

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber
that was in Samaria, and was sick: and he sent messengers,
and said unto them, Go, enquire of Baal-zebub the god of

Ekron whether I shall recover of this disease.

Analysis

And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber that was in
Samaria, and was sick: and he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go,
enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of this
disease.

This verse contributes to the overall theme of chapter 1: Divine judgment on
apostasy and affirmation of prophetic authority. The prophetic ministry served as
God's primary means of covenant enforcement, calling both kings and people to
faithfulness. During this period, Israel and Judah struggled with persistent idolatry,
particularly Baal worship introduced under Ahab and Jezebel.

The narrative demonstrates God's justice in judging covenant unfaithfulness while
maintaining His ultimate purposes for redemption.

Historical Context

Historical Setting: 2 Kings 1 takes place during the mid-9th century BCE, around
850 BCE, during the transition from Elijah to Elisha. The chapter's theme
(Ahaziah's Illness and Elijah's Final Confrontations) reflects the historical reality of

prophetic succession and divine affirmation of Elisha's ministry following Elijah's



remarkable translation. Archaeological evidence from this period includes royal
inscriptions, administrative documents, and material culture that corroborate the
biblical account while providing additional context for understanding the political

and social dynamics at work.

Related Passages

Romans 2:1 — Judging others

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Study Questions

1. How does this verse contribute to understanding the theological message of 2
Kings 1 regarding divine judgment on apostasy and affirmation of prophetic
authority?

2. What does this passage reveal about God's character, particularly His justice,
mercy, and faithfulness to covenant promises?

3. In what practical ways should this text shape contemporary Christian
thinking about faithfulness, worship, and obedience to God?
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Additional Cross-References

2 Kings 1:16 (References God): And he said unto him, Thus saith the LORD,
Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of
Ekron, is it not because there is no God in Israel to enquire of his word? therefore
thou shalt not come down off that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely
die.

Mark 3:22 (Parallel theme): And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem
said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils.

Matthew 10:25 (Parallel theme): It is enough for the disciple that he be as his
master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house
Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?

Isaiah 37:19 (References God): And have cast their gods into the fire: for they
were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have

destroyed them.



Isaiah 37:12 (References God): Have the gods of the nations delivered them
which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the
children of Eden which were in Telassar?

Luke 11:15 (Parallel theme): But some of them said, He casteth out devils through
Beelzebub the chief of the devils.

1 Kings 11:33 (References God): Because that they have forsaken me, and have
worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the
Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in
my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my
judgments, as did David his father.

2 Kings 1:6 (References God): And they said unto him, There came a man up to
meet us, and said unto us, Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, and say unto
him, Thus saith the LORD, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that thou
sendest to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt not come

down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.

2 Kings 1:3 (References God): But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the
Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto
them, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baal-
zebub the god of Ekron?
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